
LAKE LOUISE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY   
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  

  
1. How large is the Lake Louise Christian Community (LLCC)?  

The LLCC property is composed of 2,768 acres of land in Hudson Township of Charlevoix County, Michigan. There are 3 lakes on the 
property:   

• Lake Louise (Thumb Lake) is a 519-acre, spring-fed, kettle lake separated into 3 basins - an Eastern basin 152 feet deep, a 
Central basin 88 feet deep and a Western basin 60 feet deep. The Lake is 1.9 miles long and is 0.48 miles at its widest point 
located at the midpoint of the Central basin. A walk around the lake will take you a distance of 6.26 miles.    

• Standard Lake, previously known as Booth Lake, is a 34-acre lake located in the northeast corner of the LLCC property, with 
1.28 miles of shoreline and a maximum depth of 34 feet.   

• Hidden Lake, originally known as Birch Lake (so named on the 1927 Horner property blueprint) is the 3.1-acre body of 
water that is surrounded by Birch Circle.   

  
There are two islands in Lake Louise:   

• Horner Island is the larger of the two islands, 6.9-acres in size. It was originally named Forest Island on the 1927 Horner 
property blueprint and Virgin Island on the Pioneer plat lot sale advertisement, created by Alfred Halsted in the late 1930s. 
Horner Island is now home to 13 private cottage residences.   

• Frog Island is the smaller of the two islands, approximately 0.6-acre in size. It was originally called Sand Island on the 1927 
Horner property blueprint. It forms the southern boundary of the channel between the Central and Western basins.  

  
There are 1,793 acres of forest on the property, including 1,672 acres of northern hardwoods and sugar maples and  
121 acres of red pine trees. The red pines are the remainder of the 300,000 trees planted by Mr. & Mrs. Harold Redman in the 1950s 
to serve as a source of revenue for the Methodist Camp.  
  

2. Lake Louise is a kettle lake. What is a kettle lake?  
It is a lake that was formed when a block of stagnant ice became detached from a glacier and eventually became wholly or partially 
buried in sediment and slowly melted leaving behind a pit. Subsequently, water filled the depression and formed the lake—a kettle 
lake. Now, Lake Louise is fed by both rainwater and subsurface and nearby springs and, since it has no natural outlet, it is only 
drained by evaporation. It takes the evaporation of a little more than 14 million gallons of water to lower the lake one inch!  
  

3. How did LLCC come to originally acquire this land?  
In the late 1800s, the United States was eager to aid in the construction of railroads to develop public lands in the State of Michigan. 
In 1873, the Federal Government granted parcels of land to the Jackson, Lansing & Saginaw Railroad to aid in their construction of 
track that ran from Amboy, MI, south of Lansing, through Lansing, Saginaw, Gaylord and Wolverine to Mackinaw City. That grant 
included the land encompassing Thumb Lake (Lake Louise).   
  
On December 6, 1899, the railroad sold 80 acres of land at the east end of the lake to Emma Maurer for $5.70 per acre, and she 
immediately sold the timber rights to Godfrey von Platen. Von Platen had taken over his father’s lumbering operations at age 17 
and, at age 32, controlled most of the lumbering activities around the lake. In 1918, Ms. Maurer sold her 80 acres to Ivan & Flora 
Smith and one year later, the Smiths sold the land to Charles Horner, owner of the Horner Woolen Mills in Eaton Rapids, MI.  A 
similar story exists for virtually all of the land around the lake, an acquisition of over 5,000 acres by Mr. Horner.   
  
Following Charles Horner’s passing in 1926, his children, Edward, William & Jennie, inherited all his land holdings in upper Michigan, 
and they deposited them into the Horner Brothers Holding Company.  On May 30, 1932, the Horner family sold all of the Lake Louise 
property to the Methodist Foundation of Michigan for one dollar.  In 1934, the Lake Louise Christian Community was established as 
a tax-exempt entity and the Methodist Foundation of Michigan subsequently deeded all of the Lake Louise property to the Lake 
Louise Christian Community. LLCC then sold a little more than 2000 acres to the State of Michigan to settle the outstanding back 
taxes on the property. Much more detailed Information about this property acquisition is contained in Ted Halsted’s book 
“SpringFed Waters: The Story of a Lake in Northern Michigan”, a “must read” for Lake Louise cottagers!  

  
  



4. Does LLCC also own the 3 lakes on its property?  
No. Lakes in Michigan are held in public trust. However, LLCC does have an ownership stake in the land under the water, which 
allows cottagers to build docks and other structures anchored to the bottom of the lake as well as permanently moor boats off the 
shore of the land. This ownership stake is referred to as riparian rights, which are established by Michigan law.   
  
  
  
The lakes are regulated by two state entities. The Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE), which used 
to be the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), is responsible for overseeing the lake’s water quality and ensuring that the 
lake is swimmable, fishable, that the fish are safe to eat and the lake has a healthy aquatic ecosystem. EGLE is the entity that issues a 
permit for any changes a cottager wants to make to the lake’s waterfront (i.e. adding sand or rocks or a break wall) and any such 
permit must show that the project will not adversely affect the public trust and the riparian rights.  The Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) is responsible for overseeing everything related to the lake’s boating activities, its fishery and its wildlife 
population, including maintaining the lake’s boat launch site.  
  

5. Does LLCC own all the Lake Louise waterfront?  
LLCC owns all of the waterfront land on Lake Louise with the exception of two parcels on the lake’s periphery and the land on Horner 
Island. These are the three exceptions:  

• Horner Island. The parcels on the island are owned by either the Horner Island Corporation or by the 13 cottager families 
on the island.   

• Higher Ground at Lake Louise. In 1987, LLCC deeded 23.7 acres of property, with approximately 1,089 feet of lakefront 
footage, to the Michigan Baptist Convention for the development of a youth camp.   

• Lake Louise County Park. In 1992, LLCC deeded 10.2 acres of land, with approximately 1,527 feet of lakefront footage at 
the east end of the lake, to Charlevoix County for a county park. In exchange for that land, Charlevoix County relocated      
N Magee Road approximately 300 yards east to make room for the development of the park and added a parking area, 
restroom facilities, picnic tables and a pavilion to the park. They also currently maintain the park and contribute to the LLCC 
Eurasian milfoil control efforts.  

  
In addition, for $1.00/year, LLCC leases approximately 0.6-acres of waterfront in the southwest corner of the lake to the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) for a boat launch site. In exchange, the DNR provides and manages a restroom facility on 
the site and provides annual fish stocking of the lake.  

  
6. The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) annually stocks the lake with splake. What is a splake?  

A splake is a hybrid trout species that is a cross between a male speckled (brook) trout (Salvelinus fontinalis) and a female lake trout 
(Salvelinus namaycush). In recent years, the DNR has been planting 25,000 splake fingerlings (~ 7 inches) in the lake each spring.  
  

7. The west end of the lake is designated as Forest Legacy land. What is Forest Legacy?  
The Forest Legacy Program is a competitive, federal program, created in 1990 as part of the Farm Bill and administered by the U.S. 
Forest Service, that protects privately owned forest land through the purchase of conservation easements, with the goal of 
preserving wildlife habitat, maintaining clean water supplies, producing timber, preserving scenic landscapes and providing 
recreational opportunities.   
  
LLCC competed for Forest Legacy funding in 2013, was ranked 16th of 69 applicants and was successful in placing this property, called 
the Gitcha-ninj Nebish Forest, into the Forest Legacy program. The Forest Legacy land protects a total of 750 acres, including ¾ mile 
of undeveloped lake frontage at the west end of the lake. This working forest conservation easement prevents any drilling, cottage 
lot development or commercial venture on Forest Legacy land. It also provides public access to the 750 acres on the westernmost 
part of LLCC property for a myriad of outdoor activities, provides a buffer to adjacent state land and ensures that sustainable timber 
management continues on the land in perpetuity.  
  

  



8. How is the LLCC property taxed?  
The LLCC property is treated in several different ways for tax purposes. First, all of the property utilized for youth camping and 
retreats is treated as a tax-exempt, non-profit educational/religious entity (Michigan property class code 709). This includes the Lake 
Louise Camp at the southeast corner of the lake, the West End Outpost, previously known as Camp Kinawind, at the western end of 
the lake and Camp Sojourner on the north side of the Eastern basin. Second, all of our forest property is enrolled in the State of 
Michigan Commercial Forest Act program (CFA) and, as such, is taxed as CFA property (Michigan property class code 502) at a rate of 
~$1.40 per acre.   
  
Cottager properties are taxed differently depending on whether they are located on land leased from LLCC or are located on Horner 
Island. For the 126 cottages located on the lake’s periphery on land that is leased from LLCC, two different tax codes apply. The land 
on each building site is taxed as Residential–Vacant property (Michigan property class code 402) at a rate determined annually by 
Charlevoix County. The cottage and outbuilding structures on each building site are taxed as a Residential Building on Leased Land 
(Michigan property class code 410) at a rate also determined annually by Charlevoix County. In contrast, cottagers on Horner Island 
own the property their cottages are located on, and as such, their land and the structures thereon are taxed as Residential-Improved 
property (Michigan property class code 501) at a rate determined annually by Charlevoix County.  
  

9. As a Lake Louise cottager, I also receive both a summer and winter land tax bill from LLCC. What am I paying for?  
As one of 126 cottages on the periphery of the lake, you are paying 1/126th of the LLCC property tax bill. This bill includes the taxes 
on our CFA forest property (property class code 502) and the taxes on our lakefront property (property class code 402). As stated 
before, there are no taxes on any of our camp properties, which are non-profit, educational/religious entities (Michigan property 
class code 709).  

  
10. As a Lake Louise cottager, I also receive both an Annual Assessment and a Cottagers’ Council Dues. What services do I get for 

those bills?  
That assessment and dues provide revenue for many LLCC expenses, including road maintenance, milfoil monitoring and eradication, 
access to the LLCC forests and trails, dumpster availability at multiple sites on property and access to special dumpsters during the 
summer for disposal of large items (old furniture, waterfront equipment, etc.), snow plowing of LLCC roads for cottage access in the 
winter, access to a recycling dumpster during the summer, a professional forest management program, support of the summer 
camping programs, summer chapel services, use of camp facilities when camping programs are not in session, tax management, and 
access to the LLCC Executive Director and staff for assistance with legal, property, construction, transfer of ownership and personal 
issues.   

  
11. Who makes up the Board of Trustees of the Lake Louise Christian Community?  

The Board is composed of sixteen (16) members, 11 of whom are trustees-at-large, elected by the existing members of the Board of  
Trustees, 1 of whom is the President of the Cottagers’ Council and 4 of whom are individuals acknowledged by the Michigan  
Conference of the Methodist Church, 1 of whom serves as the representative of the summer camp deans. The at-large and Michigan 
Conference-acknowledged trustees are each elected for a 3-year term and are eligible to serve no more than 3 consecutive terms. 
The current board (2021-2022) has 11 members who are Lake Louise cottagers.  

  
12. What is the Cottagers’ Council?  

The Cottagers’ Council is the official organization of Lake Louise cottagers, including all LLCC cottages and the cottages on Horner 
Island. It conducts one business & informational meeting during each of the three summer months, organizes several summer 
activities for the lake community, collaborates with the LLCC Staff and Board of Trustees and Horner Island Corporation on mutually 
important lake and land issues, collects annual dues that support cottager activities and is overseen by its officers, who are elected 
by the  cottagers every three years.  
  

13. How does Horner Island relate to LLCC and what is the Horner Island Corporation?  
When the Horner Family gifted the land to what became LLCC, they retained Horner Island ownership and kept their family cottage 
on the island.  In 1979 the Horner family donated the island land to what is now the Horner Island Corporation.  In 1985 the land was 
platted and subdivided, and 15 lots were deeded directly to the 13 cottage owners, and a 16th lot was designated as common area 
in the center of the island and the right of way for the bridge.  Horner Island Corporation is a non-profit corporation that acts as a 
homeowners' association for the 13 cottages on the island, and each cottage owner pays annual dues to the corporation to cover 
Horner Island Corporation business expenses, island road maintenance, and bridge and bridge causeway maintenance.  Also, as 
members of the Cottagers' Council, Horner Island Corporation members pay dues to the Cottagers' Council.  They also contribute 
annually to LLCC to fund cottager activities, road maintenance, trash and recycling dumpsters, and other similar activities.  Through 
the years, Horner Island cottagers have been active with LLCC efforts such as monitoring lake quality and tracking the lake level.  



  
14. Could the Baptist Camp, now known as Higher Ground at Lake Louise, sell their property to an entity not associated with LLCC? 

Although such a sale is theoretically possible, there are two significant limitations on that possibility. First, the LLCC has the right of 
first refusal on the purchase of the land, at the same price and terms as proposed for a sale to any third party. In other words, the 
LLCC has the exclusive right to re-purchase the land on the same terms as any third party. Second, should the property be sold to 
an entity not associated with LLCC, the property may only be used for certain purposes. Specifically, the land must be used solely 
and exclusively for dormitories, lodges, cottages and kindred purposes pertaining to a year-round camp for religious and 
educational purposes.  
 
 

15. What is Camp Sojourner and does the LLCC Board of Trustees have any plans for its future use?  
Camp Sojourner is the 16.7-acre parcel of land located on the north side of the lake between the Baptist Camp, now named Higher 
Ground at Lake Louise, and the cottages on Morning Side Drive. It has approximately 500 feet of lake frontage. For many years, it 
served as a Presbyterian Church camp, known as Camp Jeffrey, and most recently has been used sparingly by LLCC as a rustic 
campsite for camper overnights.  

  
  

16. Does the LLCC Board of Trustees have a plan for the land at the west end of the lake that was Camp Kinawind and is now known 
as the West End Outpost (WEO)?    

The West End Outpost (WEO) is the 90.5-acre parcel of land located at the southwest end of the lake, that was previously known as  
Camp Kinawind, a rustic, decentralized camping experience for youth, sponsored by the Michigan Area United Methodist Camping 
Organization. Since the closure of Camp Kinawind in 2019, the only on-site activities have been efforts at site clean-up and disposal 
of the items left behind during the closing of the camp. In 2021, the LLCC Board formed the West End Outpost Committee, tasked 
with considering the best ways to use the property and the many buildings located on the site. To date, the Committee has 
recommended to the Board a series of steps that should be considered to maintain or enhance the condition of the on-site buildings 
and has proposed several possible ways WEO could be utilized in the near future for both camper and cottager activities. There are 
no considerations for the disposal of any of the WEO property.  

  
17. Although it is very unlikely, given LLCC’s growing programs for providing youth camping and retreat activities at Lake Louise, if,         

for some future reason, the Lake Louise camp were to close, would the LLCC property become the property of the Michigan         
Conference of the Methodist Church and would it be able to sell the LLCC lands for its own benefit?  

No. So long as LLCC continues to provide youth camping and retreat programs or exists as an entity, the Methodist Church has no 
claim to any LLCC property. LLCC would have to be dissolved as an entity before the property could even possibly revert to the 
Methodist Church. Such a dissolution is unlikely for many reasons, including the fact that Lake Louise cottagers represent the 
majority of LLCC Board of Trustees members.  
  

18. Does LLCC have a forest management plan?  
Yes. LLCC has had a forest management plan for many years. Susan & Bryce Metcalfe (Metcalfe Forestry LLC) have been our  
foresters for the past decade. They oversee our forests, including walking our various timber stands approximately one full day every 
2-3 weeks. They focus on ensuring a healthy forest by maintaining optimal forest density for new tree growth and wildlife use by 
supporting the removal of dead, deformed and diseased trees when needed.   
  
Our 10-year forest management plan harvests timber from 39 separate timber stands. Our foresters determine when and where it’s 
appropriate to do logging and they mark every tree that the loggers are permitted to remove prior to any logging activities. They are 
most supportive of a healthy forest that is continually, naturally replanting itself. Most importantly, they work to ensure that we will 
have a healthy forest in perpetuity. We are one of their larger customers.   The Metcalfes also monitor the forests for invasive 
species. They were the first ones to inform us about the presence of the Emerald Ash Borer that wiped out our ash trees in 2011. 
Their plan to do an immediate harvest of the dying ash trees helped us maintain a healthy forest and allowed us to obtain income 
from the dying trees. They have done the same for our diseased beech trees, and they have recently identified and marked two new 
invasive bushes in the forest – the Japanese Barberry, all of which was removed by cottager volunteers this past summer and 
Tartarian Honeysuckle, which was located during the summer of 2021 and will be removed in the spring of 2022.  

  
  



19. Has the LLCC Board of Trustees considered using a carbon-capture program to help the environment by not cutting down trees? 
Yes. The Board has weighed the pros and cons of participating in a carbon-capture program and, at the present time, it has chosen 
not to participate in such a program. The potential advantages of participation include the absence of logging activities during the 
summer & aiding the environment by an increase in carbon-capture. The potential disadvantages include the requirement for a 
very long-term commitment - no tree cutting for 80 to 100 years, a significant loss of logging revenue, a loss of forester activities 
and LLCC would no longer qualify for the CFA tax benefit which would result in a land tax increase of approximately 600%. (The CFA 
program requires a formal forest management plan, a forester and approved tree harvesting activities.)  

  
20. What are the restrictions regarding the cutting down or removal of trees located on or around my building lot. How do I obtain 

permission to remove a tree?  
As stated in both the current LLCC Residential Property Lease and the Building and Residential Regulations Policy, the removal of 
trees on LLCC property requires the permission of one of the following members of the LLCC Land Committee, in order – 1) LLCC 
Staff (Executive Director or his designee) or 2) a Land Committee member who is currently serving on the Board of Trustees.  In 
general, trees can be considered for removal if they are a threat to cottagers’ person or property, are dead or dying, present a 
physical barrier to an approved construction project, are infected with insects, fungi or disease, are located in a natural condition 
that makes the tree likely to fall or are located in or very near to the water’s edge and would serve as a “milfoil trap” if they fell into 
and remained in the lake.  
  
Should you have a tree that you would like to remove, first contact the camp via the LLCC website (www.lakelouisecommunity.org). 
Click on “Cottager portal” in green at the top of the page.  Then, click on “Tree Removal” in green in the middle of the page. Leave 
your name, telephone number, cottage lot number, tree location and whether any commercial tree removal has been scheduled. 
Note whether the tree(s) is marked and, if possible, upload a photo. And please allow 48 hours, excluding weekends and holidays, 
for a response. Should you find that the LLCC staff is engaged in camp related activities and you don’t get a timely response, a 
current trustee who is a Land Committee member, can assist you in obtaining permission. The LLCC Executive Director and 
Cottagers’ Council President will provide periodic information regarding how best to contact these individuals.  
  

21. With the recent increases in the lake level and Lake Louise having no natural outlet, has the LLCC Board of Trustees considered 
possible ways to deal with the high water?   

Yes.  First, the LLCC Board of Trustees recognizes that there is a natural lake level cycle with peaks occurring approximately every 20 
years. The last two water level peaks occurred in 1997 and 2020, although the 2020 peak was 17 inches higher than the 1997 peak 
and there is evidence that this change is likely related to global warming.    
  
Because this could potentially be an ever-increasing problem for LLCC cottagers, in 2020, the LLCC Board of Trustees engaged Wade 
Trim, Inc., a national civil engineering firm, to undertake a study of possible solutions. After an on-site review, Wade Trim suggested 
three potential options, including 1) excavating an open drain or directionally boring a pipe to either Standard Lake or Reardon Lake 
(a private lake east of LLCC property); 2) constructing a wetland overflow reservoir adjacent to the Lake Louise and 3) constructing a 
new lake to receive the excess lake water. They concluded that the latter two options were not feasible and that the first option, 
although potentially feasible from a constructability aspect, a) would require further in-depth studies, b) would likely not be 
permitted by EAGL and c) would be potentially cost prohibitive, requiring an initial assessment in excess of $32,000 per cottage. This 
information resulted in the Board concluding that none of these options were realistic solutions for the LLCC community. Further 
information regarding the Wade Trim study, with answers to Board questions, is available online at lakelouisecommunity.org              
->Cottagers Portal.  
  

22. As a Lake Louise Cottager, am I free to rent my cottage whenever and to whomever I choose?  
As stated in the Residential Property Lease that you agreed to and signed when you joined the Lake Louise Christian Community, you 
are free to sublease your premises or any part of it to whomever you choose for up to six (6) weeks in any given year. However, you 
must obtain written permission from the LLCC Board of Trustees to sublease any part of your premises for more than six weeks in 
any given year. Also, should you choose to rent your cottage, please kindly impress upon your renters the importance of the mission, 
vision and core values of the Lake Louise Christian Community.  

  
  



23. Can individuals hunt on Lake Louise property?  
Hunting is prohibited on all residential property adjacent to the lake, including all land south of the lake that is located between the 
lake and Thumb Lake Road and all land north of the lake that is located between the lake and Stafford Road, Stafford Lane and 
Meadows Trail. Hunting is permitted on CFA land south of Thumb Lake Road, east of both North and South Magee Roads and on all 
Forest Legacy land, most of which is west of the lake. Other activities that are permitted on CFA & Forest Legacy land, which is open 
to the public, include fishing, trapping, hiking, mushroom foraging, mountain biking, bird watching, wildlife viewing, snowshoeing 
and cross-country skiing.  
  

24. Can cottagers use motorized Off-Road Vehicles (ORVs) on the various trails through the forests on LLCC property?  
No. The various paths, trails and woodland areas throughout the LLCC property, including all Forest Legacy and CFA land, are to be 
used exclusively for walking and hiking throughout the property. Off-road vehicles are welcome on all LLCC roads and the many two 
track roadways that wander through the State of Michigan land that surrounds Lake Louise.  
  

  
  


